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1. Summary 

 

1.1 This report requests that the Assembly uses its powers under s.60 (1) of the GLA Act.  

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Assembly agrees to the request of the Economic Development, Culture, Sport 

and Tourism Committee to use its powers under Section 60 (1) of the Greater London 
Authority Act to request that the Mayor responds to the recommendations in the 
Committee’s report, Legacy United? The legacy of London’s Olympic Venues. 

 

 

3. Background 
 
3.1 The Economic Development, Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee agreed the following terms of 

reference for its review of the role of the Olympic Park Legacy Company on 15 September 2009: 

 To examine what lessons can be learned from previous regeneration projects about how to 

maximise benefits for local communities; and 

 To influence decisions regarding the Olympic venues by recommending ways to ensure positive 

social and economic legacies for local communities from the Olympic Stadium and media centre. 

 

3.2 At its meeting of 19 October 2010, the Committee agreed its final report Legacy United? The legacy 

of London’s Olympic Venues1, which is attached as Appendix 1. The Committee also agreed to 

recommend to the Assembly that it uses its powers under section 60(1) of the Greater London 

Authority Act to request a response to the report from the Mayor. 

                                                 
1 http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/publications/2012-games/venue-legacy  

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/publications/2012-games/venue-legacy


        

3.3 The report makes seven recommendations to the Mayor and the Olympic Park Legacy Company, 
which are summarised below: 

 
Recommendation 1 
After 2012 the Olympic Stadium must be used frequently by a high number of visitors, and operate 
without the need for ongoing public subsidy.  In a response to the Committee by the end of January 
2011 the Mayor and the Olympic Park Legacy Company should set out how the choices being made 
about the future operator(s) of the stadium will guarantee this happens. 
 
Recommendation 2 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company must ensure the media centre provides a large number of skilled 
jobs after 2012.  Proposals from any industry should be considered, on the condition that they offer 
this employment legacy.  Alongside this, the OPLC should continue to pursue discussions with 
potential tenants from the creative industries and related sectors, without setting an arbitrary 
deadline for this activity.  In a response to the Committee by the end of January 2011 the Mayor 
and the OPLC should set out how choices being made about the future tenants of the media centre 
will guarantee its employment legacy, and how the OPLC will work to promote the media centre to 
the creative industries. 
 
Recommendation 3 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company needs to secure investment in adapting the media centre for 
legacy use and in enhancing transport connectivity.  We recommend that any modest public sector 
contribution to this should come from the ODA’s transformation budget, and if required from 
remaining contingency funds in the Olympic budget, in the event that this money is available.  We 
ask the Mayor to respond to this proposal by the end of January 2011 and set out initial estimates 
of funding requirements for this investment. 
 
Recommendation 4 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company should include obligations to guarantee community access in 
any agreements with future venue operators.  It should also ensure that physical layout and branding 
supports community access to the venues, alongside public transport improvements discussed in 
Recommendation 3.  In a response to the Committee by the end of April 2011 the Mayor and the 
OPLC should set out how they intend to implement these measures, and clarify the extent to which 
they remain committed to the goal of 90 per cent community usage of sporting facilities. 
 
Recommendation 5 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company should set long-term targets for the employment of local 
residents, previously unemployed people and apprentices at the 2012 venues, and include 
obligations to implement these in any agreements with venue operators.  The OPLC should also 
identify training needs for local people to compete for jobs on the Olympic Park, work with funders 
and providers to ensure these are met, and oblige venue operators to participate in skills initiatives.  
In a response to the Committee by the end of April 2011 the Mayor and the OPLC should set out 
how they intend to implement these measures. 
 
Recommendation 6 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company should implement procurement initiatives that support local 
businesses to win contracts at the Olympic Park, including the use of CompeteFor to all post-2012 
tender opportunities at the park.  Agreements with venue operators should oblige them to 
participate in these initiatives.  The OPLC should also explore the potential for social enterprises and 
community-owned organisations to provide goods and services at the Olympic Park or become 
involved in managing the venues.  In a response to the Committee by the end of April 2011 the 
Mayor and the OPLC should set out how they plan to achieve these goals. 
 



        

 
Recommendation 7 
The Olympic Park Legacy Company or any successor body should have a clear remit and long-term 
funding for its programmes.  After 2012 it should exercise ongoing oversight of agreements with 
venue operators, and ensure the strategic co-ordination of activity and development across the 
whole Olympic Park.  In a response to the Committee by the end of April 2011 the Mayor should set 
out his plans for the remit and funding of the OPLC, for strategic co-ordination of the park, and for 
oversight of agreements. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 Each time an Assembly Committee completes a scrutiny, relevant proposals are sent to all witnesses 

at whom they are aimed, and responses invited.   The Mayor does not always provide a formal 

response to Committee recommendations and this makes it difficult to establish the impact of the 

Assembly’s work on the Mayor’s policies and decisions.  With this in mind, the Economic 

Development, Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee would like to ask the Assembly to use its 

powers under s.60 (1) of the GLA Act. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 Under Section 60 (1) of the Greater London Authority Act, the Assembly may submit proposals to 

the Mayor and require a response from him under Section 45(2)(c).   Section 45(2)(c) of the GLA 

Act requires the Mayor to include a response to the proposals submitted under Section 60(1) in his 

written reports to the Assembly. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising directly from this report. 
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